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The new HP 8156A optical attenuator offers improved performance, low
polarization dependent loss and polarization-mode dispersion, and
increased versatility. It uses a birefringence-free glass filter disk and a
high-resolution, fast-settling filter drive system.
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† Nearly aperiodic means that the step response is generally monotonic. There is a small over-
shoot, but it does not cause a change in the upper 14 bits and therefore does not cause a
transition out of the fine number range.

†† Windup effects would occur if the integrator output became greater than the controller output,
which is limited by the pulse period. The result would be large amounts of overshoot, which is
referred to as windup in rotating systems.
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